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FOREWORD 


Widespread drought conditions since 1930 have stimulated 
the migration of large numbers of people out of some areas of the 
county and into others, As a consequence many problems have been 
created, both for the areas from which the migrants come and those 
to which they have gone, In order to throw some light on the 
nature and extent of this population movement, the characteristics 
ef the mig srants, and the types of adjustment chet are being made, 
five counties in Colorado were selected for intensive study. 
County superintendents of schools, officials of local school dis- 
tricts, the Federal Bureau of Agricultural Economics, the rural 
research section of the Works Progress Administration, and the 
Colorado Agricultural Sxperiment Station participated in the 
study, with the collaboration of the State Acsricultural Extension 
Service, The State Suporintendent of Fublic Instruction agreed 
to permit the survey to be carried out in cooperation with the 
annual school census in those instances in which local officials 
were willing, 


Dolores County was selected as one of the five to be 
studied because it was reported to have had a heavy inflow of 
population since 1920, A complete population enumeration was made’ 
as of April 10, 1939 through the cooperation cf Mrs, Gladys Bishop, 
county superintendent of schools, and the school census enumerators 
in each district, All actual enumeration was done by local citizens 
in every district except one of the largest, These enumerctors 
were: District 1, Mrs, Isabell Eline; Dietrist 2, Neil Bankstons 
District 5, Mrs, Sarah Belchers District 4, PF. A. Sitton: Dietridt 
5, George Risenhoover: IR ERN NS 6, Mrs, George Whitener; District 7, 
Mrs, Irma Shutt; District 8, M. H, Selman; District 9, Willard 
Lovitt; District 10, Mrs, Manda Kirkendall; and District 11, Charles 
Terrill, Assistance in field work was supplied by Miss Jane Woolley 
of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, This preliminary report 
was prepared by Olaf F, Larsen of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
tn, dis raer taal bas with representatives of the cooperating agenciese 
Clericsl assistance wae supplied by the ‘National Youth Administration, 
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THE PEOPLE OF DOLORES COUNTY, COLORADO 


The United States Census for 1930 gives the population of 
Dolores County as 1,412, On the basis of data from the present 
study it is estimated that the population as of April 10;; 1959 
had increased to 1,818, a gain of 28.8 percent. The population 
as shown by the United States Census for past years and the per- 
centage of change between enumerations are indicated in table l, 


Table 1, = Population of Dolores County, 1890-1930 


ae 


: “:Percent of change from 
_ Year: Population : preceding census 
1930 Lp4i2 + 13.6 
1920 1,245 + 93.6 
1910 642 - 43,4 
1900 1,134 ~ 24,3 
1890 1,498 (County organized in 1881) 
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Mining, certered about Rico in the eastern part of the 
county, was the chief occunation of the workers in the early 
years of Dolores County, This has been succeeded by agriculture, 
conducted in the Dove Creek-Cahone district in the western part 
of the county, as the major means of livelihood. Persons living 
in households whosé heads reported themselves as engaged in agri-~ 
culture numbered 1,099 in 1939, This figure represents a 16,1 
porcent increase over the 947 persons living on farms reported 
by tho 1955 Census of Agriculture, and a 46,9 percent gain over 
the farm population of 748 shown by the United States QJcensus in 
19380, According to the formcr the increase in farm population 
botwoen 1930 and 1935 was 26.6 percent, Over one-half (53 percent) 
of the people lived on farms in 1930, but in 1939 three out of five 
(80,5 porecent) lived in agricultural houscholds, The approximate 
location of the total population in April, 1939 is shown by figure 
1; tho location of the agricultural population on the same date is 
shown by the samo figure, 


Practically all of the population of Precinct I is and has 
beon concentrated in Rico, the county scate-and the county's only 
incorporated coentor until the incorporation of Dove Creck in April, 
1939, Trends in this precinct's population for the last throe 
consus Ycars were as follows: 
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TOTAL POPULATION AND POPULATION IN 

AGRICULTURAL HOUSEHOLDS, DOLORES 

COUNTY, COLORADO, ON APRIL 10,1939 
( APPROXIMATE LOCATION WITHIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS ) 


TOTAL POPULATION 


TOTAL POPULATION IN HOUSEHOLDS WHOSE HEADS 
WERE ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE 


Each dot represents 5 people Numbers refer to school district numbers 


DISTRICT 1 HAS SAME BOUNDARIES AS PREGINGT 1, DISTRIGT 3 AS PREGINGT 2, 
DISTRIGTS 2 AND 11 AS PREGINGT 3, DISTRIGTS 4, 6,7, AND 8 AS PREGINGT 4, AND 
DISTRIGTS 65,9, AND 10 AS PREGINGT 5 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 38176 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 


FIGURE | 
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Year Population 
1930 465 
1920 reo) 
1910 397 


The population of Precinct I as shown by the April 1939 sur- 
vey was 575, a loss of 92 persons or nearly 20 percent since 1930, 


In 1939 Dove Creek had 524 people in the area included as 
part of the village, although the entire precinct contained 830 
people, a gain of 257 or 44.9 percent since 1930, 


Migration In and Out, 1950-39 


Over half of the people present in 1939 lived in households 
which had moved into the county during or since 1930 (1,043 out of 
1,818 or 57,4 percent) ,1/ Less than one-third (573 or 31.5 percent) 
lived in hotseholds which were already in the county by 1930, For 
202 persons, or 11.1 percent, the date of coming into the county was 
not learned, 


Of the persons living in households whose heads were in 
agriculture, 59 percent moved into the county during or since 1930,2/ 
S5el percent were in households whose heads were in the county before 
1930, and for 5,9 percent the date of moving into the county was 
unknown. : 


High turnover characterizes the farm operators, In 19389 
there were 253 farm owners and tenants reported; of these, 156 or 
53.8 percent came into Dolores County during the last 9 years; 1035 
or 40.7 percent were in the county before 1930; for 5,5 percent 
the year of moving to the county was not known, Of the 194 farm 
operators reported by the 1950 Consus, 91 or 46,9 percent were no 
longer operating farms in Dolores county in 1939, The 1955 Census 
of Agriculture showed 257 farm operators, of which 80 or 5l,l per- 
cent were apparently not on farms in the county by 1939, 


Not only has there been a heavy inward migration since 1930, 
but there has also been a heavy outward flow of people, Between 


1/ About 80 of these 1,043 persons lived in households which had 
lived in the county in 1930 or after, but had left and returned 
again before April 10, 1939, 

os About 48 persons lived in households which had lived in the 
county in 1950 or after, but had left and returned again before 
TN sh RG PIRES E42 Bs 
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one=half and two-thirds of the people in Dolores County in 1930 
had either moved out or died by 1939, and it is certain that mi- 
gration must have accounted for most of the losse 


If it is assumed that all persons present in 1939 whose 
date of moving tc the county was unknown were also present in 1930, 
then 54,8 bee of the 1930 population would have been lost by 
1959, If it is assumed that the persons whose date of move was 
unknown all came into the county since 19350, then 66,6 percent of 
the population of 1930 moved out of the county or died by 1939, 
In making these estimates, births during the last 9 years wore 
considered, but the small number of people present in 1950 who 
had moved out and then back again by 1939 were included among the 
newcomers. 


Although the classifications for the two years are not 
strictly comparable, it may be estimated that between 51,1 and 
58,< percent of the 748 farm people present in 1930 had been lost 
to the county by 1939 through migration or death, but chiefly by 
migration, 


Characteristics ot People Present in 1939 
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Occupation, - The hee of 264 of the 488 households enum= 
erated reported agriculture as ae r occupation, The nonagricul- 
tural houséholds were distributed as follows: Unemployed, W.P.A.; 
and C.C.C., 45; mining, 45; not reported, 38: public employees, 
16; merchants, 14; all others, 68, - These occupational classifica- 
tions are of limited value because a pcrson may have two jobs or 
may shift from one type of work to another several times during 
the year; the occupation listed was that reported to the census 
enumerator . 


Houschold sizo, - Households of farm owners averaged 4 
persons; of farm tenants, 4.8 persons; of farm laborers, 4.2 per- 
sons; and of all other occupations, 3,2 persons, For the entire 
pepulation the average household size was 3,7 persons, ‘fhe number 
of households in 1959 was a 25,1 percent gain over tne 290 reported 
in 1930; the average size changed only from 3,6 to 5,7 peisonss 
Family information is summarized in table c, 


Sex ratios, - The ratio of men to women has changed rela- 
tively little during the last 9 years, being 121 males per 100 
females in 1950 and 119 in 1939, An excess of males is character- 
istic of agricultural and mining communities and of newly developed 
ALrCASe 
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Table 2. - Households in Dolores County in 1939 classified by 
occupation of head and average size 


oe 


: Number of : Number of persons : Average 


pee eee pe eee ey ners bousene lds 12s Shee 
All occupations 488 1818 Sel 
Farm owner 196 781 4,0 
Farm tenant oT rot G4 4,8 
Farm laborer ll 46 4.2 
All others 24 T19 Se 
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Agee - The age composition of the population is important 
as & means of showing the relation of dependents, both young and 
old, to the persons at the age of productive work, One out of 
every three persons (34.5 percent) was found to be under 15 years 
of age in 1939, About one out of 25, (4.1 percent) was aged 65 
and over, One-third of the population were males aged 15-64 -- 
the chief source of gainful workers, Persons in what is often 
called the "youth" group, aged 15-24, mode up 18.5 percent of the 
total. As compared with the age distribution in 1930 there has 
been an increage of 2.9 in the percentage of children under 15, 
an increase of 1.7 in the percentage of youth, a decrease of 3,.¢ 
in the percentage of males of working age, and a slight decrease 
of 0,4 in the percentage of aged porsons,. 


The proportion of males and females of the different age 
groups is comparcd for 1930 and 1959 in table 5, 


Table 3. - Percentage distribution of population of Dolores County 
by age and sex, 1950 and 19589 
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Ago groups : 1950 : 1959 : 1950 : 19699 : 1950 : 1939 


Unaer 5 ope 664 54 Ben ini Lies 
5 to 24 8,9 Loy Le 10,9 19.9 2230 
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25° bO cos Sel Van Gig S t<o 15,0 ogo 
35 to 44 eye Gee 5 et bie Pago ise 
45 to 64 Li Sie Oey 6.6 18,6 16,4 
65 and over a0 Deo ay. eet 4,9 4,1 
: 
Total 04.7 54,1 4563 45.9 100,0 10050 
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Variations exist in the age composition of the major occu- 
pational groups, Combining all nonagricultural occupations into 
one group, considering farm owners and tenants separately because 
they have some significant differences, and eliminating farm laborers 
from the comparison because of their small number, it was found that 
the farm tenants had the highest proportion of children and youth and 
the smallest proportion of old folks, The nonagricultural population 
had the most old people and fewest youth, No other significant 
differences among the three groups were found, The percentage dis- 
tributions are summarized in table 4, 


Table 4, = Percentage distribution of the 1939 Dolores County popu- 
lation me by age, sex and occupation 
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Sex and occupation 


aS et bolts ~ Females : Total 

Age Owner 3 :Tenant :Nonacri-: ‘Owner? Tenant :Nonagri-:Owner :Tenant :Nonagri- 
We ecUpeis et Ouluurals |) os scultural: _ Be :cultural 
Uiides 5 : 6,3 6.5 Seve owt 8.9 Gee Soleo) vet 1241 
o = 14 ys Ay 6 emma RPS Rig teet te 250 11.4 : 25,7 — 20,8 Leek 
15 - 24 oe. lia: (Gd 2 eae 9.6 glo? cleat 14,8 
25 = 34 6.9 6.9 3 ies iia ateyy Bel Go) ees less 18.9 
So = 44 : 6,7 442 Opts 666 Zed 4.6 : 15,3 6.5 11.5 
45 = 64 : lll 840 Bigs ls > Lee 6.5 Oe t) Leen stloey 15,0 
65 & over: £,0 UES E 54 et 0.8 igh Sel Zel 5.0 
Total 2: 54.5 54,42 Cem te haakes 4548 47,1 :100,0 100.0 100,0 
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Fertility. - The ratio of children under 5 years old per 1,000 
women of child bearing age is one of the best indications of whether 
enough babies are being born to bring about ean increase in population, 
In Dolores County there are 557 children under 5 per 1,000 women aged 
15-44, ‘Since it requires a ratio of only 370 children per 1,000 women 
of this age category to maintain a stationary population, it appears 
that the county is producing 50 percent more children than are necess- 
ary to maintain present numbers about steady (not considering migration 
in and out). ‘Contrary to the usual situation in most parts of the 
United States, the nonagricultural population in Dolores County has a 
higher fertility ratio than the agricultural, the ratios being 569 and 
549 respectively. The ratio of 549 for the agricultural population is 
just about the same as the average for the rural farm population of the 
United States (545) and a little below the Colorado average (557) for 
the same groupe 
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6. 


Migration into Dolores County 


As stated in the foreword, the major objectives of this 
study were to discover the volume of migration into the county, 
the origin and characteristics of the immigrants, and the type 
of adjustments which they have been able to make in their new 
location, 


Present occupation, = the 261 households moving into the 
county during the last 9 years represented 53,5 percent of the 
total of 488 households in the county in 1939, They contained 
1,043 persons, or 57,4 percent of the total population of the 
county. The proportions of the major occupational groups com- 
posed of these recent migrants were as follows: Farm owners,’ 
47,8; farm tenants, 84,2; farm laborers, alls; nonagricultural, 
04.9, People in agricultural households represented 60,5 per= 
cent of the total population but included 62,1 percent of the 
rocent migrants; the nonegricultural population made up 37¢9 
percent of the migrants and 39,5 percent of the total population, 


Year of arrival, - Hach yoar since 1930 has seen new fam- 
ilies moving into Dolores County to engage in agriculture. No 
one year shows a great influx of newcomers who stayed; it must be 
remembered there is no record of those who came in after 1930 but 
left before 1939, ‘However, a little over oneehalf of the migrants 
who are now owners, less than two-thirds of the tenants, and all 
but one of the 11 farm laborers cams after the beginning of 1935, 
Unlike the agricultural migrants, a majority of the nonagricultural 
newcomers (63.2 percent) came during 1937 and 1938, Over half of 
these came to Rico, Highteen of the 72 coming during these 2 years 
were unemployed or were on W.P.A. in the Spring of 1959; 14 wére 
miners, and the rest were scattered chiefly among the skilled, 
"white collar", and professional occupations, The number coming 
each year by occupational groups is shown in table 5, 


State and county of last previous residence, - Information 
concerning the State of origin of the migrants gives some insight 
into the adjustments required in the new location, particularly 
with respect to type of farming. For the heads of agricultural 
households, Oklahoma supplied 48 of the 147 new families and 
Colorado supplied 40; the remainder were scattered among 11 other 
known States, with only Texas and Kansas having more than 10 fam- 
ilies cach, The State of origin of heads of agricultural house» 
holds resident in Dolores County before 1930 showed Colorado lead- 
ing with 27 of the 103 and Oklahoma second with 25, The remainder 
had come from 15 States with only Kansas supplying more than 10, 
Table 6 shows theso comparisonse 
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able 5. ~- Heads of households present in 1939 moving into county 
1950 and after, by date of moving and present occupation 
Farm: farm ; farm: Ton= 7 

Year moved : owner: tenant : laborer sagricultural: Total 


1930 11 5 -- 6 20 
1931 8 3 1 6 18 
1932 10 4. =~ 5 19 
1933 6 2 -— 6 14 
1934 7 6 -~ 5 18 
1935 7 7 2 5 21 
1936 Ve 3 -- 5 oT 
1937 15 8 2 ae 58 
1938 10 8 4. 39 61 
1939 (through March) 2 3 2 4 be 
Total 89 47 1 114 261 
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Table 6, = Heads of agricultural households present in 1939 by 
State of origin and present occupation 
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SSS Se SS Se a a a 
State :Moved to county 1930 and after: Resident before 1960 
of : > Farm : Farm: Farm: Farm Farm Farm 
Origin : Total: Owner : tenant:laborer:Total:owner :tenant:laborer 
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Arizona 8 5 } 2 a ies ee ove 
Arkansas ) -- e i A aL -- ee 
California 4. 5 ui me aes aia tps ee 
Colorado 40 PAL 16 3 27 29 4, == 
Kansas Tat 9 k 1 14 135 L me 
Nebraska ti -— a “- 1 1 ante ay 
New Mexico 6 6 — —_ 4 4 4 ee 
Missouri ‘ rs) 4. — 8 8 wpe ee 
Oklahoma 48 Zo 19 4 Ae Paks) -- -- 
Texas 12 he -~ oa KA % ee a 
Utah 5 uh Fe =— 1 a we aye 
Washington i ii -- — 1 ‘i = ae 
Wyoming 1 L -- oe 1 h aie et 
Tiinois -- -- -- ae L i taf = 
Louisiana mee —= oe aS 1 a pee er 
Montana. — rs =e a af 7, a a0 
North Carolina -- “= -- a 3 3 ee = 
Pennsylvania “- -~ — on 2 1 1 Pa 
Virginia -- “= ao -- is 1 ee aie 
Unknown 2 2 — -- 8 c a: os 


Total 147 89 4:7 CNA A REO 
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It may,.be considered significant that 21 out of the 40 heads 
of "new" families now engaged in agriculture who came frm Colorado 
were from the adjoining county of Montezuma, while 6 others came from 
adjoining or nearby counties, 


Of the 224 heads of families, both old and new, that were not 
engaged in agriculture 89 camo from Volorado, with Oklahoma accounting 
for 2l, a very poor sccond, Most of those from Colorado were from 
nearby counties, 39 coming from the two adjoining counties of Montezuma 
and San Miguel, 


Number returning to Dolores County. - Previous residence in 
the county might well facilitate adjustment of migrants and might also 
help to explain why they chose Dolores County when moving from the 
last previous residence, Only 40 of the 261 "new" households had ever 
lived in the county before; 20 of the 89 farm owners, 7 of the 47 ten- 
ants, and 15 of the 125 others stated they had previously lived in this 
county. Thus only one in five of the new farm operators was likely 
to have been familiar with the agricultural conditions of Dolores 
County before starting to farm in ‘his. now location, Only 11 of the 
e7 farm operators proviously resident in the county had moved out 
since 1950 and then roturnod; the othcr 16 had bocn gone moro than 9 
years, The time of last provious residcnee in the county for those 
known to be roturning is showm in table 7. 


Table 7, - Hoads of houscholds roturning to Dolores County classificd 
by period of last previous residence in county and by 
occupation 


1935 and after 2 oe 3 fi 
1930-1934 6 1 6 Le 
192581929 4 2 S) 9 
19é4-and bofore 8 2 1 11 
Total 20 13 40 
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Occupation before migration. - What was tho usual occupation 
of heads of migrant houscholds before moving to Dolores County? 
. Forty-six were farm owners, 73 werc tenants, 14 wore farm laborors, 
and 128 were in othcr classifications, This shows that the majority 
of the nowcomers who had been running a farm wore tenants (61.3 
percent). Data collectod on State of origin of migrants by usual 
instcad of present occupation indicate that of the 133 reporting 
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agriculture as a usual occupation, 42 came from Oklahoma, 38 from 
Colorado, and 12 from Missouri, no other State accounting for more 
WHE Se) hed reporting a usual occupation other than agriculture, 
63 were from Colorado, 21 from Oklahoma, and not more than 7 from 
any other single State, 


Occupational shifts after moving. - Do heads of households 
have the same occupation in Dolores Cc County that they had before 
moving? Has the change resulted in improved status? The data in- 
dicate that there has been a considerable amount of occupat tional 
shifting, Less than half of the newcomers (46,4 percent) reported 
the same occupation in 1959 in Dolores County as the one usually 
followed before moving. Of the 46 who had been farm owners, only 
27 now owned farms; 6 had dropped to tenant status and one to that 
of laborer, On the other hand, 62 persons not classified as owners 
prior to moving had achieved this status by 1939, for the 73 who 
had been farm tenants, 28 were still tenants but another 28 had 
climbed to ownership, while 4 wero now laborers, The total number 
of tenants in the migrant group in 1939 was only 47, Former farm 
laborers had also improved their oconomic status; 4 of the 14 wero 
now owners, one was a tenant, and 4 remained laborers, Of the 108 
in known nona gricultura .1 gobs previous to moving, 61 wore still in 
the same genoral class although not necessarily in cxactly the same 
occupation, the nature of occupational shifts is shown in detail 
in table 8, 


Table 8, = Hoads of houscholds moving to Dolores OJounty during or 
since 1930 classified by usual occupation prior to mov- 
ing and by prosont occupation 


0 ‘Tia apahe so Presont occunation 

Usual occupation: Farm : Farm: Farm : : : 

prior to moving : owner: tenant: laboror:Unomployed: Othor :Unknown 
Tota oer CLAS 47 11 13 97 4 
Farm owner £6 at 6 1 3 9 fe) 
Farm tenant 73 28 28 4 1 iz O 
Farm laborer 14 é as 4 fe 3 ¢) 
Unemployed 4 re L e) az Q Q 
Othor 108 26 10 2 a 61 4, 
Unlimnown 16 Me L O 1 12 @) 


It may be of some significance that almost ono-third (30,9 
percent) of tho newcomers who established themselves as farm opor- 
ators did not report agriculture as their usual occupation before 
moving to Dolores County, Of the 89 in the group who were owners 
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in 1959, only 27 had previously been owners and 28 had usually been 
engaged in nonagricultural employment, Eleven of the 47 tenants 
reported themselves to have been usually employed in nonagricultural 
jobs before moving to Dolores County. 


One out of every four who had been a farm operator before 
coming to the county was not running a farm in the spring of 1939, 
Whether this reflects a displacement of these farm operators, a 
lack of available farms for those who decided to move to a new loca= 
tion, or a voluntary shift of occupation cannot be definitely said, 
It is perhaps equally significant that e still larger proportion 
(more than one out of every three) of those who were not farm opera- 
tors pees to moving were so classified in 1959, 


Size of farm, - Farms operated by families coming into the 
county during o: or since 1930 aro definitely smaller than the average 
farm in the county, The averago size of all farms in tho county 
was 568 acres in 1930 and 351 acres in 1935, but the newcomers re- 
porting size of farm avcragcd only 209 acres, Consus figures for 
both 1930 and 1935 showed more farms in the 260’ to 499 acre group 
than in any other but the farms of the new operators were most fre= 
quently between 100 and 175 acres, mostly 160's. These comparisons 

are given in dotail in table 9, 


Table 9, = Distribution of farms of imown size for Dolores County, 
1950 and 1955, and for "new" farmers moving to the county 
during or since 1930 who were present in 1939 


‘a : Polores County :"New” farmers only 
£950 fi 1935 : 1939 /3 
y Acres in farm ae :Fercen 1G (Ere eee Number : Percent 
Under 50 7 4,6 3 bed i 3 ee 
50=99 5 Det 15 Dee 14 Lego 
100-174 Sl 20,8 sai Eoee 49 43,8 
175=259 Ray us 18 1m Say 9 B40) 
260-499 60 40.3 103 40,1 27 24.1 
500 and over 54 Cael 49 ths Pet 6 5 9% 
Total 149 300,0 257 LOO. iy 100,0 


Average acres 368 Dod 209 


Oe Ds. Cens' US 1930 
U. S. Yensus of Agriculture, 1935 
Data from 1939 county survey 
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There was very little difference in the average size of 
farm as between the new owners and tenants, the averase for the 
owners being 209 acres and for the tenants 208 acres, 


Family size, - Families moving into the county during or 
after 1950 were larger than those reporting themselves as living 
here since a date earlior than 1930, The average for the now 
comers was 4 persons as comparcd with 3,4 persons for the nonmigrantse 
The new farm ovwnor familics avoraged 4.2 persons as compared with 
5e8 for the older rosident ormers, whilc the new tonants averaged 
4.9 as comparcd with 3,0 for tho old tenants, For the nonagricultural 
families the average size of the migrant families was 3,5 persons 
as compared with 3 persons for the nonmigrant group, The grouv whose 
date of moving was unlmown had an average family size smaller than 
that for those definitely known to have moved into the county during 
or since 1950 and larger than for those prosent before 1950, 


Sex ratio, = No change occurred in the ratio of males to 
females between 1930 and 1939 for the total population; nor was 
there much difference in sex ratios between the migrant and none 
migrant agricultural population, However, the new nonagricultural 
population was evenly balanced bctwcen males and females whereas 
the nonmigrants had more males than females. this situation prob- 
ably reflects the influence of employment in the mines in the 
eastern portion of the county. 


Age, - 4Snalysis of their age composition and comparison 
with that of the nonmigrant people in the county shows that the 
migrants were a relatively youthful group. the migrants had a 
larger proportion of people in cach age group undcr 355 while the 
older residents had a larger proportion in cach age group over 
35; the comparison also holds truc for cach scx, Those findings 
are in agreement with those reported above concerning family size. 


The proportion of children under 15 was 36,6 percent for 
the newcomers and 50.6 nercent for the nonmigrants; 20,9 percent 
of the migrants were youths, aged lo=24, but only 15,8 porcent of 
the nonmigrants wore in this category. Persons cged 65 and over 
made up 9,2 percent of those resident in thc county before 1930 
but only 1.5 percent of the newcomers, Males of working ogc, 
15-64, composcd one-third of cach groupe The detailed compari- 
sons of the age and sox porcentage distribution are shovm in table 
Lvs 
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Table 10, = Percentage distribution of old and new residents of 
Dolores County by age and sex 


Man tinenee ce or Toeitemlea i Total 
__fge groups + New + Old: New 3: Old + New 1: Old 
Under 5 Sey Dee 6.8 Dex EO ea 8 4 
Onl tiate She, Lige 11,5 geet Co et 
15-24 ie Dee 8,6 AS eo Eee 15,8 
CORd4 8.5 6eL PYG 4e1 18,2 UO PY 
b5~44 Det 6,38 4,0 6,6 994 13,4 
45-64 Ger FP od Det 8.4 136 20,6 
65 and over Geo Bec 0,4 4,0 iba at 
Total percent Geel 55 60 £75 4.5.0 100.0 100,0 


“Old” includes those enumerated in 1939 that were resident in the 
county before 1930, 

"New" includes persons in households enumerated in 1939 that came 
into the county in 1950 and after, 


When the old and the new population are compared within 
occupational groups, the new are found to have more young people 
and fewer aged. However, for farm owners and nonagricultural 
occupations (the only two froups containing. enough persons for 
statistically reliable comparisons) the new had a slightly smaller 
ratio of males of working age, as shown in table ll. 


Table 11. - Percentage distribution of old and new residents by 
solectcd age groups and by occupation 


a en SR NN Ne NT TS TT NT RI A 


: Occupation 

: Farm ownors  :Nonagricultural workers 
fey Age groups 3° New  : Old _ : Now : Old 
Children under 15 S569 Bae Giee ooel 
Youth 15-24 2eED 16,8 16,0 13,9 
Aged 65 and over 0.9 oT 1.6 Logs 
Males 15864 S2e0 54,0 Goan 3453 


Nn NN NL LL Rm A RO A 


Another indication that the newcomers to the county are a 
younger group than the long-time residents may be seen from the 
age distribution of the heads of households engaged in agriculture. 
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The average new farm operator is almost five years younger than the 
average nonmigrant, or 435 as compared with 47,8 years, One in three 
of the new operators of known age was under 355 as compared with one 

in five of the operators resident in the county before 1930, The 

new farm laborers who were heads of households averaged 37,5 years 

of age. Table 12 shows the number of household heads who were farm 
operators in cach age group by tenure status and compares the migrants 
with the older residents, 


Table 12, = Age distribution of old and new heads of households 
engaged in agriculture, by tenure status 


Tenure — 
~ Farm cE, . Farm tenantse/: Farm laborers 
Age : New ¢ Uid “: New: Old New :| Ola 
Under 25 8 4. 4 0 1 -- 
24-54 ye 15 14 i) 5 -- 
30m44 19 20 fp Pa 2 es 
4.5—=54 24 20 15 e) 2 mH 
550-64 12 i i ) 0 1 -- 
65 and over e 15 ) e 0 ~- 
Not known 4 2 3 0 0 ~- 
Total number 89 96° 47 i eG =~ 
Average age 4248 43,1 4.545 4443 57 ¢0 -- 
by Date of moving into county not imown for 11 farm ¢ owners. 
2/ Date of moving into county not known for 3 farm tenants. 


The Migrants Out 


The age and sex characteristics of the population leaving 
the county between 1930 and 1939 may be estimated as being the 
difference between those present in 1950 and those present in, 
1939 who were also resident at the time of the 1930 Census (take 
ing deaths into account), Between 774 and 940 of the total of 
1,412 persons who were resident in 1950 were not present by 1959, 


Males and females left the county in almost identical 
proportions. Between 54.5 and 66.6 percent of the males and 
between 55,4 and 66.4 percont of the females reported in 19350 
were not in the county by 1939; the larger percentage in each 
case is secured by assuming that all those present in 1939 for 
whom the year of coming to the county was unreported came after 
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the 1950 Census, while the smaller percentage is secured by assuming 
that all this group came before 1930, The actual percentage is 
somewhere within the estimated range, 


Similarly, for the farm population alone both males and fe- 
males left the county in equal proportions; between 48,5 and 57,0 
percent of the males and between 50,9 and 56.6 percent of the fe- 
males of 1930 not being reported in 1939, 


Persons between 15 and 24 in 1930, the youth group, left in 
greater proportion than any other group, as between 65,6 and 76.1 
percent were not reported by the enumeration in 1939, For the other 
age groups in the population of 1950, the percentage of departures 
by 1939 were within the following ranges: under 15, from 58.7 to 
67.5 percent; aged 5 to 14, from 60,9 to 68.7 percent; 25 to 34, 
from 52,8 to 64.6 percent; 55 and ovor, from 59.7 to 67,8 percent, 
It is usually found that mobility decreases with the increase in 
age after the youth period, Tho data from Dolores County appear 
to lend some support to this generalization, particularly if it 
is noted that losses by death have not been separated in these 
calculations, If this were done the percentage of departures in 
the oldest age group woulda no doubt be considerably reduced, 


The youth group in the farm population of 1930 also had the 
greatest loss by migration of any age group during the following 9 
years, this figure being between 64,7 and 70,7 percent, Those 55 
and over showed a loss of between 67,1 and 68.2 percent, partially 
reflecting the expected high mortality rates of the older ages. 

The group aged 5 to 14 lost between 56,9 and 61,7 percent; those 
25 to 54 lost only 38.6 to 50.5 percent; and those 35 to 54 decreased 
between 46.2 and 54,4 percent, 


Net Effects of Migration, 1930-1939 


It should be remembered that this study does not provide a 
complete picture of the extent of migration into and out of the 
county between 1950-1939, nor of the characteristics of such mi- 
grants, Jt is necessarily limited, in the main, to those migrants 
who came into the county after 1929 and remained until 1939, 


Some of the net effects of the inflow of people upon the 
population composition of Dolores County have already been noted, 
such as the increase in relative numbers of children and youth 
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and the decrease in the aged persons and in males of working age. 
In addition, it may be said that from 1950 to 1939 the fertility 
rate or the ratio of children to women showed a slight decrease 
from 569 children under 5 to 1,000 women aged 15-44, to 557, 
This, however, may well be a reflection of the national trend to- 
ward lower birth rates rather than a direct consequence of the 
movement of population into the county. The comparison of age of 
the migrant and nonmigrant heads of agricultural households re- 
vealed the newcomers to have an average younger age. For all 
farm operators the average age was 45.3; for owners, 45.9; for 
tenants, 45.2. Farm laborers averaged 37.5. The number of owners 
and tenants within, the major age groups for which definite infor- 
mation was obtained are shown in the following table: 


Table 15, = Age of household heads who were farm ovmers or farm 
tenants in 19359 


Age : Farm owner : Farm tenant 
Under 25 12 2 
25 to 34 34 18 
25 to 44 41 10 
45 to 54 a , 14 
55 to 64 no o 
65 and over 16 oS 
Not known 9 3 
Total 196 57 


Trends in School Census and Bnrollment 


School census data for Dolores County since 1950 definitely 
reflect the increase in population through migration. The number 
of children of school age, 6-20 inclusive, has increased from 391 
to 581, or 48,6 percent, during the period from 1950 to 1939, The 
number of children in school has fluctuated more than the numoer 
of children of school age, but for the county as a whole enroll- 
ment has tended to increase. (Fig. 2) When an attempt is made 
to predict what the probable number of children of school age will 
be each year in the future through 1945, assuming no migration in 
or out, it may be seen that although a small increase can be ex-= 
pected on the basis of children already born, the extent of migration 
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in or out of the county will be the chief factor accounting for an 
increase or decrease of children from the present numbers, 


When each district within the county is considered separate- 
ly, different trends are revealed in some instances, Careful study 
of table 14 will show, for’ example, that on the basis of the present 
population, District No, 1, Rico, can expect a considerable gain in © 
children aged 6-20 by 1945 as is also true of District No. 9, Cahone. 
District 4, Dove Creek, will apparently not show any increase during 
the next 6 years but will level off at the present high point, Most 
of the remainder of the districts may be expected to continue at 
about the present number, which is generally below some of the high 
points since 1950, It must be remembered that all projections for 
the next 6 years do not and cannot consider the influence of the 
movement into or out of the districts by families with children, 

In very small districts the influence of one or two families with 
a large number of children is relatively great, 


The number of children aged 6-20 inclusive as reported by 
the school census for years since 1950 and as predicted through 
1945 on the basis of children already born is shown for each dis- 
trict separately in table 14, 


The enrollment figures for each district are shown in table 
15, It should be remembered that children may be resident in one 
district and enrolled in another, lHEnrollment figures for the earlier 
years are likely to be more accurate than school census records; how= 
ever, enrollment figures may reflect not only population changes but 
also a tendency for more children to continue attending school for a 
longer period than formerly. 


School revenue, - While this trememdous increase in school-age 
children has been taking place, the taxable wealth of the county avail- 
able to support the schools has suffered'a great decline, dropping from 
$1,877,958 in 1930 to $1,240,833 in 1938, or a 33.9 percent decline. 
The lowest point in valuation of property on the tax rolls was in 1933 
when it dropped to $1,033,160, The total revenue available to operate 
the schools has followed about the same general trend as valuations, 
dropping from $25,999 in 1950 to $19,975 in 19383; this $6,024 decline 
was a 25.2 percent drop as compared with the decline of almost 34,0 
percent in property values, this meant that the millage levy for 
school purposes had to be increased for most of the districts, The 
low point in school revenues was also reached in 1935, Table 16 shows 
the tax data with respect to schools for the county as a whole.d/ 

i) Charts and tables showing assessed valuations, levies, and revenues 
for each district have been supplied to the county superintendent 
of schools for the use of all interested persons, 
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Table 14, = Trends in school population of Dolores County by district 
1930-39 and predicted trends for 1940-45 


: : aN District number Pas 
Poa Cos ora Cap nas Sa ie6 4. hls Ok ee a0 ot) ee 


1930 S91 93 o7 eo) oO 30 re 25 25 ih 14 

1931 S96 63 53 ee bes 39 35 a) 20 238 Ab, 

1935e 425 67 29 Aid de Goh} 41 30 19 28 Be 20 

1935 418 54 33 il ap 08) 34 32 Sl Pal $1 15 

1934 458 zee 75 Sue 33 AY ye 17 53 Ly 

TSSo, “451 60 o7 Yim gh s: * 40 24 14 19 49 13 

1936 488 64 33 ll 184 4:2 aT 18 16 43 ak 29 
1937 501 53 16 14 223 40 1é 19 i 48 ol 26 
1938 576 73 22 ta 2oo oo 20 28 ike O% 30 34 
PSe> (OGL 83 Eo 8 254 57 if 18 10 

1940 583 88 17 8 249 57 Vi 15 10 

1941 591 92 oo 8 245 56 18 18 8 73 29 29 
1942 607 98 16 2 nO 56 oL 16 8 

1943 615 105 iby 8 256 & rea 16 8 

1944 616 110 16 9 249 52 20 15 8 

1945 620 117 17 10 240 57 21 15 8 

Year 

organized 1881 1895 1899 1912 1916 1919 1920 1923 1929 1927 1935 
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Table 15, = Trends in school enrollment for Dolores County by district, 
1930=39 
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Table 16, = Total property valuation, source and amount of school 
revenues in Dolores County, 1930 - 1938 


1a ee ee a en ve —- 


Source of revenue 


Total :5=mill county:Speciel dis-:total school 

emer eto etter LO ye eek Levy iy, rorenue < 
1930 $1,877,958 $9,389.79 $16,609.70 $25,999,49 
1931 Serle bela pa 7,657 406 Tesoanger: 1620, 501595 
1932 Beto, 075 6, 350,38 err as 17,628.19 
1933 1,033,160 5,165.80 9,211.49 145377529 
1934 1,059,105 SAY 9, 181 eat 145476479 
1935 1,069,095 5, 345448 9,383.37 14,728,85 
1936 1,176,480 5, 882,40 11,659.46 17,541.86 
1937 1,166; 235 5,831,18 12, 700,50 18,531.68 
1938 1,240,833 6,204.17 13,770.69 19,974.86 
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Standards of Living 


Although no specific information was gathered in this survey 
concerning the cost of living for any group of families in the county 
some clue as to standards of living is furnished by the proportion of 
families having such facilities as electricity, radio, telephone, 
running water in the home, and automobile. Unfortunately, the 1950 
census is the most recent source of information showing the proportion 
of all. families having each of these facilities, According to a com- 
posite index based upon the data of 1930, Dolores County at that time 
had the lowest plane of living for its farm population of any county 
in Colorado, At that time, only 16.5 percent of the farm homes had 
telephones, 14.1 percent had radios, 1.6 percent had electricity, one- 
half of 1.0 percent had running water, and 52.1 percent had automo- 
biles, There is reason to believe that this very crude index of 
standards of living would show considerablé progress during the last 
9 years, According to tax assessor's data, for example, the propor- 
tion of all families having radios has increased at lcast two and once 
half times sinec 19350, 


As further evidence that the level of living has improved, find 
ings may be cited from a special survey made during 1937 of 183 resi- 
dent farm operators in the dryland area in the western end of Dolores 
County and the northeast corner of Montezuma County 4/ In this group 


Present Land Use in the Dove Creek Area of Montezuma and Dolores 


ee ee 


Counties, Prepared and filed'in the office of the State Land Plan- 
ning Specialist, Fort Collins, Colorado, 1937. (Typewritten). 
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of farmers, 43,1 percent had radios, 7.7 percent had telephones (this 
decrease was common in most farm areas of this region), 4.9 percent 
had electricity (home units), one-half of 1,0 percent had piped water 
in the house, and 62,8 percent had automobiles, It is worth noting 
that 59.0 percent of the farmers had to haul the water used for domes-= 
tic purposes, having neither wells nor springs on their own farms, 
Over one-fourth found it necessary to haul water for livestock, 


Agricultural Trends 


Limited data related to the agricultural enterprise of the county © 
are given here to aid in the interpretation of the population statistics, 
The increase in number of farms from 194 in 1930 to 257 in 1935 and 253 
in 1959 has already been noted, The proportion of these farms operated 
by farm tenants has increased from 15,0 percent in 1930 to 21,8 percent 
in 1955 and 22.5 percent in 1939, although even yet the proportion of 
tenant-operated farms is still much below the State average of 59,0 
percent reported by the United States Census of 1935, 


Land classification. - The land on the tax rolls was classified 
-in 19358 as shown in table 1’. 


Table 17, = Classification of land in Dolores County by number of acres 
and average value per acre 


ES a <n eS mee ee 


Average value 


Classification of land: Number of acres : per acre 
Irrigated land "814 $10,00 
Dry-farm land in cultivation 21,580 8339 
Dry-farm land 45,605 5e6l 
Grazing land Ueoo 2,88 
Waste and seep land 99,040 1,00 
Timber land Leet 8,00 
Nonproducing coal lands 213 10,16 
Nonproducing metallifcrous | 

mining claims 2,860 56.00 


oo 


The average assessed value per acre of dry-farm land in culti- 
vation has increased from $5.40 in 1934 to $8,33 in 1938, 


Cropland, = Because of changes of classification since 1930 it 


is difficult to interpret acreage data given each year by the assessor's 
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report. it is rather clear, however, that the acreage of cropland 

has shown an increase, The 1930 census (reporting for 1929) showed 
71,455 acres in farms of which 15,497 acres were in cropland, either 
harvested, failed, idle or pelaan and 16,945 were available for 

CYOpSe The 1935 census (reporting for 1934) gave 90,201 acres in 
farms, of which 18,847 were in cropland and 22,062 were reported avail- 
able for crops. 


Crop trends. - The prevailing type of farming is indicated by the 
acreage figures for each of the leading crops, In terms of acreage, 
dry beans now constitute the most important crop, accounting for 13,890 
acres or about three-fifths of the cropland in 1938; wheat ranks second 
with 4,750 acres, Bean production has shown tremendous increases and 
although wheat acreages have fluctuated, the harvested acreage in 1938 
exceeded all past records, ‘there has been a tendency to increase the 
production of potatoes, whereas the crops for feeding livestock have 
not changed much, Harvested acreages from 1927 through 1938 are shown 
in table 18, 


Table 18, - Acreage in specified crops in Dolores County, 1927~=38 


es er a a re ee 08 reemamens es oe — 


“Acreage in specified c crops _ 


see Se 


Year oe beans : Winter 1 wheat : :Spring wheat s_ Potatoes 2S : Corn 


1927 210 1,950 1;240 160 2,830 
1928 "800 1,190 1,670 300 2,300 
1929 1,450 1,400 1,580 169 1,730 
1930 1,720 1,620 880 180 1,520 
1931 1,180 1,010 460 205 1,030 
1932 “910 1,340 “990 334 1,700 
1933 33370 2,260 1,190 496 1,700 
1934 254.84 2,591 ae 412 1,950 
1955 7,600 1,810 1,750 750 2,613 
1956 5,110 1,070 410 320 2,380 
1937 9,770 3,810 400 530 2,830 
1938 13,890 4,070 680 420 2,510 


In 1938 the total value of all the major crops was $238,573 
of which beans accounted for ¥155,568 and wheat $41,667. 


Livestock = The trend in number of cattle and sheep is 
shown in table 19, Practically no hogs are produced at present. 
It will be seen ees the table that there have been no signifi- 
cant trends in livestock production during recent years, 
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It may be noted that the number of milk cows averages only about 
two per farm, 


Table 19, - Cattle and sheep in Dolores County, 1928-38 


be retocmieneepe ©) ~~: Milk cows. 
: (Number assess= : All cattle and calves : (Estimated 
Year: ed April’1) + (Estimated January 1) : January 1) 


1928 ae 2,231 440 
1929 ne 25345 435 
1930 16,761 3,184 435 
1931 22,559 3,851 377 
1932 21,640 3,782 375 
1933 17,074 4,028 494 
1934 20,707 45461 640 
1935 20,668 3,518 620 
1936 20,289 3,361 476 
1937 215446 4,190 496 
1938 25,115 4,137 480 


Ce a ee ee 


Tractors, = The number of tractors in the county has increased 
each year since 1950, with the assessed number going from 29 in 1930 
to 69 in 1938, 


Rainfall, =- Only limited rainfall records are available for the 
county; they were kept at Dove Creek from 1917 to 1921 and have been 
recorded at Northdale since 1931, ‘The average rainfall for the years 
for which records are available has been about 14 inches; in 5 out of 
the 13 years covered by records the rain was below this average. The 
available data are given in table 20, 


Table 20, - Annual rainfall for years for which records are available 


eee ma 


Dove Ureck :t ~~ Northdale 
Year : Roinfall =: Year : Rainfall 


7 Sneha s Die ae Inches 

ea 10,78 1931 16,58 
1918 12.48 1932 12.23 
1919 16,06 1933 1337 
1920 15,59 1954 7,03 
L9e1 ays 1935 15,58 
1936 15.25 

1937 16,02 

1938 15.67 


Average 14,45 Average Mie g 
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Sumaries by. Sohoe? Bistriots . 

No attempt is made here to present detailed data for indivi- 
dual school districts similar to those supplied in preceding pages 
for the county as a whole, Comparable tables have been prepared 
and deposited with the county superintendent of schools for the 
use of interested persons, If it is desired to make comparisons 
with census data by minor civil divisions (precincts), this can be 
done by combining the data for districts as indicated by the note 
on figure l, 


A summary table is presented on the following page showing 
for each district the total number of households and the popula- 
tion classified by occupation and date of moving into Dolores 
County. ‘Some general comparisons between districts may be made 
from these statistics, 
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